Dr. Anna (Eckersley) Johnson PhD
May 14, 1924 - October 1, 2016

Dr. Anna Louise (Eckersley) Johnson, 92, of New Britain, writer and educator in the field of
business education, Professor Emerita and former Chair of the Department of Business
Education at Central Connecticut State University, died on October 1, 2016. Anna was
born in Arnold, Pennsylvania, May 14, 1924 to the late Lois and Mark Eckersley. She
attended Arnold public schools, graduating in 1941 from Arnold Senior High School.
Always with a keen eye for business, Anna began her college studies at Grove City
College, Pennsylvania, graduating with a bachelor of science degree in commerce in
1944, following which she began her teaching career as business teacher in the Lower
Burrell Township, Pennsylvania, and Butler, Pennsylvania, public schools from 1944 –
1951. After earning her Master of Arts degree from New York University, she became
instructor of business at Teachers College, Columbia University, 1951 – 1952. She then
joined the faculty at the Teachers College of Connecticut, now CCSU, in 1952, as
Instructor of Business Education while simultaneously earning a Doctor of Education
degree from Columbia University in 1956. She rose through the academic ranks at CCSU
from instructor to full professor.
Throughout her CCSU academic career of 35 years she held various offices in local,
national and international business education associations. She published several
textbooks and publications in the field of business education and was honored as an
educator of the year and for her contributions to the advancement of women. In 1975 she
was awarded the CCSU Distinguished Service Award.

In addition to her parents Anna, was predeceased by her beloved husband Roger
Johnson and her brother William Eckersley. She is survived by a wide circle of friends and
cousins living in Pennsylvania including Donald and Marilyn Knepshield of Arnold. She
also leaves behind many friends at the Jerome home, New Britain, where she resided for
6 years. Special thanks are extended to the Jerome staff members who provided
exemplary care.

During her 64 years in New Britain Anna was devoted to her community and contributed
time and energy to a number of not-for-profit organizations including her church, First
Lutheran Church of the Reformation, where she met her husband Roger Johnson; CCSU;
the Hospital of Central Connecticut where she was a corporator; New Britain Museum of
American Art; Boys and Girls Club of New Britain; YWCA New Britain; and the New Britain
Symphony Orchestra.
Funeral services are Wednesday November 9, 2016, 11 AM at the First Lutheran Church,
77 Franklin Square, New Britain. There are no calling hours. Burial was private in Rose
Hill Memorial Park. In lieu of flowers, memorial donations are suggested to one of the notfor-profit organizations in which Dr. Johnson was involved. The Carlson Funeral Home,
New Britain is assisting with arrangements. Please share a memory or note of sympathy
at www.carlsonfuneralhome.com
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Comments

“

Dr. Johnson was the one responsible for me staying in school at CCSU when things
in my personal life got very rocky. Her encouragement, her sweet spirit and her love
for and devotion to her students was obvious to all. And I especially remember the
day she arrived in class in a full Nova Scotia Tartan Plaid outfit--it might have been a
suit or dress. All I know is that I almost stood up and cheered. My father was born in
Nova Scotia and the year or so after the plaid came out in 1957 we happened to be
visiting Nova Scotia. Mom purchased material to make me a skirt and vest. It still fit
so off I went to class the next day dressed in my own outfit.
Dr. Eckersley Johnson, along with my Senior High Shorthand teacher, were both
responsible for leading me into the most wonderful career I ever could have had--a
High School business teacher. So even though it is years late and she is not able to
read this,
"Thank you from the bottom of my heart for your part in many of the happiest and
rewarding years of my life. (And I just noticed that your birthday is the day after
mine.)"
(Eu)Genie Otis Wilkins
Sandy Cove, Nova Scotia

Eugenie Otis Wilkins - April 20, 2018 at 04:09 PM

“

Anna ,
I was sorry to hear that you had passed. I remember the trip mom and I made to see
you years ago .We made a good cake and decorated it with flowers from your
garden.You surprised me by coming to my bridal shower.A better cousin well third
cousin no one has had. I also remember the visit you made to Lois and Mark's when
Sarah was small . I still have the picture of you doing Sarah's hair. You always were
so kind and just one of the family.You became a Dr but always remembered were
you came from and treated everyone kindly. You made a difference in so many lives
with your kindness and generosity. Thank you for your example of how to live life and
make a difference.You gave so much and didn't expect anything in return . May you
rest in peace.Im sure you are in heaven with Roger and all your family from PA.
Doreen your cousin

Doreen Gilbert - October 20, 2016 at 06:38 PM

“

James lit a candle in memory of Dr. Anna (Eckersley) Johnson PhD

James - October 07, 2016 at 08:36 AM

