
Janet (Buckles) Smith
April 19, 1950 - November 24, 2023

Janet Lane Buckles Smith was born on April 19, 1950 to the late Berkley and
Bertha Buckles in Memphis, Tennessee. On November 24, 2023, Janet
passed away at home on Friday morning, surrounded by her adoring children
Samuel (II), Quincy, and Amber; as well as, her daughter-in-law Tara. 

 The second oldest of four siblings, Janet graduated from Hamilton High in
1968. In 1972, she graduated from Memphis State University with a degree in
business and as a proud member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. Janet
moved to Connecticut in 1973 and would meet the love of her life a few years
later. She married Samuel Earl Smith at her childhood home in Memphis,
Tennessee, and they shared a loving marriage for 46 years in Connecticut. 

 Janet would go on to be hired and work for 25 years as an insurance
underwriter for the Hartford Insurance Company. She would also later work as
an adjudicator with the Department of Labor for the State of Connecticut,
retiring after 15 years of service. 

 Less than a year into her retirement, she would become a doting grandmother
to her grandson Trey and later, her granddaughter Claritie. Janet frequented
the New Britain Senior Center where she enjoyed fitness classes, going on
trips, attending parties, getting manicures, and chatting with friends over
coffee. 

 Janet was a faithful member of Spottswood African Methodist Episcopal Zion
Church where her love and acceptance of her Lord and Savior, the clergy, and
congregation kept her spiritually nourished. 



Janet is survived and will forever be missed and deeply loved by: her three
children, Samuel Smith II and his wife Tara Givens Smith, Quincy Smith, and
Amber Smith; all of New Britain, CT; her brother Berkley Buckles Jr. of
Memphis, TN; two grandchildren, Samuel “Trey” Smith and Claritie Smith; four
step-grandchildren, Cameron Arnold, Kaleb Arnold, Robin Arnold, and Tierra
Givens and nine step-great grandchildren; as well as, a host of nieces,
nephews, and in-laws. Janet was predeceased by her parents Mr. and Mrs.
Buckles, her brother Jeffrey Buckles, and sister Jimmie Lois Burson all of
Memphis, TN. 

 Janet was a beloved wife, mother, sister, aunt, and friend to many. Her
generous and loving spirit will live forever in the hearts of her family members
and all those privileged to have known her. 

 Funeral services are Friday at 12 Noon at Spotswood AME Zion Church, 25
Crestwood Lane, New Britain, CT 06053. Burial will follow in Fairview
Cemetery, 120 Smalley Street New Britain, CT 06052. Calling hours are
Friday at 11 AM until the time of the funeral service at the church. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital,
501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 38105. Carlson Funeral Home, New Britain,
is assisting the family with arrangements. Please share a memory or note of
sympathy at www.carlsonfuneralhome.com



Cemetery Details

Fairview Cemetery

120 Smalley Street
New Britain, CT 06051

Previous Events

Calling Hours

DEC 1. 11:00 AM (ET)

A.M.E. Zion Church
25 Crestwood Lane
New Britain, CT 06053

Funeral Service

DEC 1. 12:00 PM (ET)

A.M.E. Zion Church
25 Crestwood Lane
New Britain, CT 06053
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November 30, 2023 at 01:23 AM

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of
Janet (Buckles) Smith.

Deb and Bob Volz - November 29, 2023 at 09:50 PM

Janet and Sam were next door neighbors to Bob and I for almost 30
years. They were wonderful neighbors! 
Sam, Quincy and Amber, we are so sorry for your loss..but we do
know we will see her again on that special day! 
I can hear your mom and dad and their laughter right now..they are
together again! 
May your memories bring you peace. Love you all! 
Bob and Deb Volz

Lena M Towner - November 28, 2023 at 02:53 PM

Janet, was my aunt through marriage, because her sister Jimmie
Lois Buckles married my uncle Grady Burson Sr. Aunt Janet was a
beautiful lady and I have precious memories of us all being together
on holidays with their mom and dad Jeffrey, uñcle Berkely, all my
cousins, my mom and my children. RIP aunt Janet until that great
getting up morning! I will never forget you! My heart goes out to your
entire family!
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Ms. Felecia McCray & Family - November 27, 2023 at 05:30 PM

Janet & I Became Friends Through Our Love
For God At Church. She Loved The Lord.
Janet You Are Truly Gonna Be Missed By Me
& Many Others. We Love You But God Loved
Best. Praying For Comfort For The Entire
Smith Family. God Bless You All. 

JC Edwards - November 27, 2023 at 10:57 AM

Janet came into my life during a trip to Boston for a fabulous lunch
and boat trip. After that when she joined Spottswood. she would call
me to see if I need anything or just to talk. I will certainly miss her
calls and her smile. She is in Heaven with her husband. She loved
her children and grands. Rest in Peace my Friend. Janice Choice
Edwards.


